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Background 
 
The Breckland Enterprise & Learning Account Project (BELA) received £10,000 funding 
from the Breckland Local Strategic Partnership that was matched by Breckland Council.  
Grants of up to £500 are made available to start-up and expanding local enterprises. 
 
The Breckland Enterprise & Learning Account Project (BELA) has now received 34 
expressions of interest.  14 of these have been followed up with an application for 
funding and to date 10 grants have been paid and 4 have been awarded and we are 
awaiting their invoice.   We have an open invitation to visit many of these businesses 
and hope to get everyone together at a networking event.  If the event is well attended 
we could consider forming a BELA networking group as an outcome of the project 
should our beneficiaries so wish. 
 
The project is working well and has been a great success with thanks received from all 
those that we have been able to assist.  However, we do need to move the project on 
and further publicise the grant in order to meet our target of 20 businesses funded via 
the LSP grant.  BELA has not been advertised other than in Breckland Voice and 
promoted via Business Link, NWES and other enterprise agencies. We are therefore 
working on an article to go into the EDP to celebrate the success of the project and our 
beneficiaries and also raise awareness of the grant. 
 
Projects Supported 
 
To give you an idea of the businesses coming forward for grants some of the SME’s we 
have assisted are: 
 
NOHS – National Occupational Health Service £500 grant 
This is a new software company working with the NHS.  The unique software they 
provide specifically for the NHS provides occupational health data and diagnostics for 
their staff including: immunisations, health certification, appointment booking and hazard 
processing as well as a wide range of statistical analysis and reporting. The grant went 
towards items that were really needed and also the best investment for the business at 
this time.  They purchased a laptop, monitor, and Dreamweaver Software and also put 
some of the grant towards charges for consultation with an accountant regarding terms 
and conditions and business strategy. 
 
Beeston Brewery £500 grant 
The brewery has been set up in a converted barn on the owner’s property.  The 
business started trading in December 2006 but had been going through the process of 
setting up for the previous 2 years by which time £60,000 had been invested.  Following 
redundancy one partner has been working full time in the brewery and their sales have 
far exceeded their planned figures, so much so that they are selling twice as much beer 
as forecast which has cased a significant problem with bottling and labelling.  The grant 
they applied for was put towards the cost of a labelling machine which took them from 



60 manually labelled bottles per hour to 400. They have now brewed over 41,000 
pints and are currently producing close to 1000 bottles a week. They recently launched 
a new ale called “afternoon delight” apparently good as a lunchtime refreshment or 
serious session beer.   
 
Harry Stebbing Workshop £500 grant 
This business started nearly nine years ago making only a limited range of notice 
boards.  Since then they have added considerably to their range which now includes 
seating, planters’ village signs, golf club and general signage, information panels, 
church furniture together with bespoke domestic furniture.  The have also been 
nominated as preferred suppliers to the national Trust which should mean the start of 
regular work with properties in the area.  In order that they might grow and increase 
productivity they wanted to purchase a vinyl cutter/plotter and laptop computer which 
would enable them to design and cut their own logos thus bringing in house a service 
they were putting out to a sign making company.   However, following a visit to the 
Birmingham Signage Exhibition their expenditure eventually went towards a far more 
sophisticated printer/cutter which took a while to find but we understand has been worth 
every penny. 
 
Penny Lindop Designs £500 
Penny Lindop is well established in the gift and bespoke design market, i.e. wedding 
invitations, birth announcements etc, supplying to retail outlets across the UK and to 
Ireland, Europe, America and Japan.  There are 2 full time and 6 part time self employed 
home workers.  Wherever she can Penny promotes the fact that the business is based 
in Breckland, is a member of Produced in Norfolk and that they produce everything as 
locally as possible.  The feedback for this is very positive.  The business has recently 
moved to new premises and is working with Business Link East to put together a new a 
more vibrant business and marketing plan to enhance the operation.  Penny applied for 
a grant in order to upgrade some of the equipment and put in IT systems to support this 
business growth along with their recently launched ecommerce website.  The grant 
funding paid towards a Canon Sensys printer, Linnet Solutions IT upgrade items and 
brochure printing. 
 
Future Projects 
 
As well as these projects, we have several more in the pipeline, including a farm that is 
looking to grow a product called Lucerne which is a high class horse feed, a business 
that is looking to hire out motor homes, a lady that wishes to undertake a course in 
spiritual healing and another that is working on top to toe massage.  All to be reported 
on at a later date. 
 
If you would like further information please contact Lindy Warmer on 07748 116931 or 
01362 656235. 
 


